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WORK VISA PROGRAM 


New 
rules 
eyed 
for 
H-1B 
visas 


m The Department of Homeland 
Security is weighing changes to 
H-1B visas. The program allows 
U.S. employers to employ 
high-skilled foreign workers in 
specialty occupations. 


BY FRANCO ORDONEZ 
fordonez@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

The Department of Homeland 
Security is considering new reg- 
ulations that would prevent H-1B 
visa extensions, according to two 
U.S. sources briefed on the pro- 
posal. The measure potentially 
could stop hundreds of thousands 
of foreign workers from keeping 
their H-1B visas while their green 
card applications are pending. 

The proposal, being drafted in 
memos shared between DHS 
department heads, is part of Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s “Buy Amer- 
ican, Hire American” initiative 
promised during the 2016 cam- 
paign. 

The administration is specifical- 
ly looking at whether it can rein- 
terpret the “may grant” language 
of the American Competitiveness 
in the 21st Century Act to stop 
making the extensions. The act 
currently allows the adminis- 
tration to extend the H-1B visas 
for thousands of immigrants, 
predominantly Indian immigrants, 
beyond the allowed two three-year 
terms if a green card is pending. 

“The idea is to create a sort of 
‘self-deportation’ of hundreds of 
thousands of Indian tech workers 
in the United States to open up 
those jobs for Americans,” said a 
U.S. source briefed by Homeland 
Security officials. 

Officials at U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, which is 
under DHS, said they can’t discuss 
“any part of the pre-decisional 
processes.” 

“The agency is considering a 
number of policy and regulatory 
changes to carry out the Presi- 
dent’s Buy American, Hire Amer- 
ican Executive Order, including a 
thorough review of employment- 
based visa programs,” said Jo- 


SEE H-1B, 2A 
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SUPREME COURT 


BY ROBERT BARNES 
Washington Post 


Chief Justice John G. Roberts 
Jr. announced an initiative Sun- 
day to ensure there are proper 
procedures in place to protect 
law clerks and other court em- 
ployees from sexual harassment, 
saying it is clear that the federal 
judiciary “is not immune” from 
a widespread problem. 

The statement, in Roberts’s 
2017 State of the Judiciary 
Report, follows the retirement 
last month of Judge Alex Kozin- 


es igs 


ALY ` pi ap 


Œ Chief Justice John G. Roberts said that the federal court system 
needs to examine its rules and procedures to make sure law clerks 
and other employees can report wrongdoing if they are subjected 
to sexual harassment or other inappropriate behavior. 


ski, of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals 
for the 9th Cir- 
cuit. The influ- 
ential 67-year-old 
judge stepped 
down after two 
reports in The 
Washington Post 
detailed allegations he had sub- 
jected former law clerks and 
other women to inappropriate 
sexual behavior. 

“Events in recent months 
have illuminated the depth of 
the problem of sexual harass- 
ment in the workplace, and 


Roberts 


STEPPIN’ OUT AT THE 
KING MANGO STRUT 


CARL JUSTE cjuste@miamiherald.com 


The InFamous Rhythm Dance Company performs at the 36th Annual King Mango Strut in Coconut Grove on 
Sunday. Lively crowds cheered the parody parade as it spoofed many of the things that made 2017 
memorable, including President Donald Trump, Hurricane Irma and more only-in-Florida events. 

Story, Page 3A. See video and more photos at MiamiHerald.com 


Chief Justice: Courts to examine 
protections against sex harassment 


events in the past few weeks 
have made clear that the judicial 
branch is not immune,” Roberts 
wrote. 

“The judiciary will begin 2018 
by undertaking a careful eval- 
uation of whether its standards 
of conduct and its procedures 
for investigating and correcting 
inappropriate behavior are ade- 
quate to ensure an exemplary 
workplace for every judge and 
every court employee.” 

Just days after Kozinski’s Dec. 
18 retirement, Roberts directed 
James Duff, director of the Ad- 
ministrative Office of U.S. 
Courts, to put together a work- 
ing group to examine the issue. 
CNN reported at the time that 


SEE COURTS, 2A 


BILLS DEFEAT 
DOLPHINS, 22-16 


Miami’s disappointing and 
frustrating season comes 
to an end in Sunday’s flag- 
and fight-filled loss to 
Buffalo, 1B 


BUSINESS MONDAY 


2017'S BIGGEST 
BUSINESS STORIES 


Tourism, real estate and 
startups dominated news 
during the year, but all 
were overshadowed by 
Hurricane Irma, 1G 


WORLD 


IRAN’S PRESIDENT 
ASKS FOR CALM 


Iran’s President Hassan 
Rouhani urged protesters to 
avoid violence but said that 
people in Iran had the right 
to protest, 6A 


NATION 


1 DEPUTY DEAD 
IN COLORADO 


A man fired over 100 
rounds at sheriff’s deputies 
— before being fatally shot 
himself — in what is being 
called an ambush, 8A 


REHABILITATION CENTER AT HOLLYWOOD HILLS 


In nursing home where 12 died after hurricane, 
heat had reached 99 degrees Fahrenheit 


BY MEGAN O’MATZ 
Sun Sentinel 


The temperature inside a 
Hollywood nursing home 
that became a deathtrap 
for a dozen residents 
soared to 99 degrees Fah- 


renheit, a detail previously 

not disclosed to the public. 
Under federal regula- 

tions, it shouldn’t have 


m Hurricane Irma had knocked out the central air 
conditioning of Rehabilitation Center at Hollywood Hills in 
September, leading to the deaths of a dozen in what the 
Broward Medical Examiner’s Office ruled were homicides. 


grees F. 


been higher than 81 de- 


With a criminal investi- 
gation ongoing, medical 


officials and police had not 
revealed just how hot it 
became after Hurricane 
Irma knocked out the 
home’s central air condi- 
tioning in September. A 
nurse who prompted an 
evacuation of the building 
three days later said at the 


warm.” 


time: “The temperature in 
the building was really 


The residents of the 
Rehabilitation Center at 
Hollywood Hills struggled 
for 62 hours in the oppres- 
sive heat. Twelve died in 
what the Broward Medical 


Examiner’s Office ruled 
were homicides. 

At least 10 of the 12 lived 
on the second floor. That’s 
where the temperature 
climbed to 99 degrees F., 
according to a document 
filed by the Florida Agency 
for Health Care Adminis- 
tration, which oversees 
nursing homes. 

Federal regulations say 
nursing homes must fix the 
problem if the temperature 
exceeds 81 degrees F. or 
must relocate residents. 


SEE TEMPERATURES, 2A 
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